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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Welcome to our second newsletter of the 2021-2022 academic year.  We are approaching Christmas 
and the end of the calendar year, there is increasing excitement as it becomes colder and darker and 
the tree is hung with decorations made by the students.  For a second year all at Clervaux; students 
and staff, have shown great resilience as we have continued to cope with pandemic restrictions.  It is 
a credit to everyone that through the year we have not lost a single school day. We continue to ensure 
that Clervaux remains a safe and happy place in which to learn and thrive. 
 
A number of new students and staff have joined us during the term and settled well.  There has, in 
particular, been a considerable increase in interest in the farm animals with a number of aspiring 
herders emerging.  Blacksmithing has been firmly re-established with the arrival of our new tutor and 
many intriguing designs and items of service are appearing from the forge.  Green Woodwork and 
Pottery are as popular as ever, and from Textiles we are seeing new items of service and festive 
decorations, some of which are hanging on the Christmas tree. The garden has been put to bed for the 
winter but its fruits are still filling the vegetable boxes sold each week. 
 
 

 

 
The Christmas tree, laden with decorations made by the students and gifted to us by Croft Farm our 

neighbours and part land owners. 
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L to R: angels made in textiles with the winter garden beyond, planting trees, helping with apple juice 
making in the courtyard, Christmas jumpers and Christmas donkeys, doing a Science experiment, and 
at the lathe 
Meet some of our new,  
and not so new, staff 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               Hannah, Pippa and Debbie                                 Michelle 
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Hannah, Pippa, Debbie and Michelle have all joined Clervaux this term to work as teaching assistants.  
Each member of staff brings with them a wealth of experience and skills that have been warmly 
welcomed by all at Clervaux.   
 

Our new blacksmith, Luke joined us in July. He studied 
Mechanical Engineering and worked as an engineer for a 
short time before deciding that he wanted to work with his 
hands, training as a blacksmith through a modern 
apprenticeship.  Fortuitously, he saw a job advertised at 
Clervaux soon after he had finished and is now a valuable 
member of the team. 
 
Clervaux is a training centre 
for Biodynamic farming 
under our land coordinator, 
Roberto Romano. Mike Ben-
Eliezer joined us in 
November to start a two-
year Biodynamic farming 
apprenticeship, and is 
another welcome addition 
to the ever-growing team. 

 
Massage Therapy 
Carol Burnham comes to school on 
Wednesdays and has been doing so since the summer.  She is a Rhythmical 
Einreibungen Therapist.  This is a form of massage which uses oils to 
enhance body systems in a gentle and rhythmical way.  It is proving to be 
very popular and effective amongst our students and staff and Carol’s arrival 
is always a welcome sight.  Carol is a nurse by training and has undertaken 
an Anthroposophical Healthcare course to learn about nursing from an 
Anthroposophical viewpoint. 
 

 
Student voices 
We always welcome thoughts and ideas shared by our students to reflect on what is going well and 
what we could do to improve. 
 
One of our newer students, who arrived in April, said: 
At school I enjoy being in the forge doing blacksmithing.  The things I have made include a grappling 
hook, a deadlift weightlifting bar and some knives to use whilst in cooking class.  I am working 
towards a goal for my future and I have been helped to achieve this through Pathways*. I like how I 
can use my own ideas in school and have shown this through my dragon statue in pottery. 
*Pathways is a personal, social, health and economic education programme used in the school. 
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A student who has been at Clervaux since September 2020, has written about their experience of  
planting new trees, which also linked in with the science curriculum: 
The new trees will help the ecosystem and create habitats for the wildlife.  I enjoyed the experience 
because I know in a few years the trees will become fully grown trees. 
 
New development: 

Clervaux Garden School has been open for a little over two years, 
during this time it has seen considerable growth.  We have increased 
our student numbers from 11 at Easter to the current 17 students.  
With this growth has been an increase in staff numbers and a need 
for new learning space.   
 
A generous grant from Darlington Building Society has enabled the 
purchase of two shepherds’ huts which were delivered in early 
December.  They will be in use from the start of the new term in 
January for craft and therapies. 
 
It has been a good term and we have been happy to welcome new 
students and new colleagues.  We wish you a Happy Christmas and 
look forward to seeing all in the New Year. 

 
Clervaux SLT 
 
https://www.rmt.org/clervaux-garden-school/ 
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