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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As we approach the end of the term there is a definite feeling of Spring in the air. The land is being 
prepared for planting, we are waiting for the lambs to be born (the sheep are late lambers here), the 
trees are ready to burst into leaf and the spring flowers are blooming. During this half term we have 
been busy with all of our usual activities taking place as well as some special events.  
 
Internationally renowned artist David Newbatt visited us for a day and worked with groups and 
individuals to develop their artistic skills.  They produced several paintings which are now proudly 
displayed in the school (see paintings below created by students at Clervaux). We hope that he will be 
able to come again.  
 
Andrew Thompson, a music teacher who works with Ruskin Mill Trust in Sheffield, also visited us on a 
number of occasions and worked with staff and students on individual and collective musical projects. 
With the help of Chris Helliwell, Andrew worked to create some wooden xylophones.  
 
On the 3rd March, the school celebrated ‘World Book Day’. Staff and students dressed for the occasion 
and spent the day promoting a love of reading which has re-invigorated our approach to our daily reading 
session.  
 
We wish you all the best for Easter and School Holidays.  
 
Clervaux SLT 
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New faces at Clervaux 
Di Wells joined us in March to work as a Teaching 
Assistant. She recently moved to Darlington from 
Warleggan, a village in Cornwall which is intriguingly, 
twinned with Narnia. In Cornwall, Di ran her own 
organic smallholding which she built up to be a viable 
business and she also worked in a mainstream school. 
Her experience, linked with family experience of 
autism, makes her a perfect fit for Clervaux.  
 
Meet The SLT Gnomes  
Steve McIntosh (left), Rob Grice (centre) and Bogdan 
Bucur (holding a pig) 
 

Some of Clervaux’s young people represented 
the school’s leadership team by recreating them 
in clay form. The gnome like figures 
demonstrate the creativity, insight and wit of 
some of our remarkable students. The whole 
process of clay extraction, clay filtering, 
sculpting, baking and rendering all occurred 
within an 80-metre radius of the school!  The 
gnomes have now taken residence in the senior 
leaders’ office, positioned in front of a beautiful 
picture painted by one of our year 10 student, 
under the watchful eye of the visiting artist 
David Newbatt.   

 
 
 
 

Kitchen Helpers 
Following an unforeseen absence, two students volunteered their services to the kitchen. Under the 
guidance and supervision of our cooking tutor Sean Walker, both students assisted in the preparation 
and cooking of meals for students and staff, and also helped with the washing up. The efforts of the 
students were very much appreciated and also provided an opportunity to develop their cooking and 
independent living skills.  Such experiences allow our students to really immerse themselves in the 
Clervaux community and demonstrates to them how they are able to make significant contributions to 
their environment.   
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Students engaged in a full range of cooking activities under the guidance of Sean, including the washing 
up! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clervaux Ginger Beer – brewed by the best!  
Written by Alfie 
 

We have recently started producing our very own 
non-alcoholic ginger beer here at Clervaux. All of the 
ingredients used are biodynamic and either sourced 
on site or from local organic suppliers.  My favourite 
stage of the production progress is what we refer to 
as ‘burping the bottles’ which involves releasing the 
gas from them on a daily basis so as to ensure they do 
not explode. It is extremely satisfying watching the 
bubbles and sediment rise to the top, knowing that 
there will be a nice bottle of ginger beer waiting for 
me a few days later.   
I learned this process through our cooking tutor Sean 
who taught me a lot of skills that I will be able to 
transfer and replicate outside of the provision 
setting.   I’m also looking forward to sharing this fun 
process with the people I live with.  This experience 
has also enabled me to learn some interesting facts 
about ginger beer.  From a health perspective, one 
glass of ginger beer holds the same nutritional value 
as 50 bottles of formula milk, such as Aptamil and it 
is also a powerful nasal decongestant! Making ginger 

beer has become one of my favourite lessons at Clervaux and I am excited to see what else I can 
create whilst studying here. 
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What should you expect from brewing your own 
ginger beer, and what does it take to make it?  
 
It is a really enjoyable process. Firstly, you make a 
ginger bug, which is a mixture of ginger, water and 
sugar used to cultivate wild yeast. You place a cloth 
over your ginger bug and pierce a hole in the top to 
allow oxygen to enter. Every day you top up your 
ginger bug with sugar and ginger and then stir it all 
which helps feed the yeast and allows it carbonate.  
This is what gives the ginger beer its fizz. Your ginger 
beer will be ready to bottle anywhere between 12 
hours to 4 weeks. 
Making ginger beer requires a lot of patience, but the 
process is worth the wait and you will not regret giving 
it a try!  
 
Alfie  
 
 
 
Blacksmithing 
 
The hunt for iron ore has begun at Clervaux!  Students 
have been eagerly searching for the presence of iron in an 
effort to connect blacksmithing to the land and the Trust’s 
first field of practice – Genius Loci, a term used to refer 
to spirit of place. The North East is renowned for being 
the land of iron and so we had high hopes of striking gold 
(metaphorically!). The Boggy Bank was probed for bog 
iron, which is an ore deposited by groundwater springs 
that emerges in marshy conditions. Additionally, the beck 
was scanned with a magnet for magnetite, a magnetic iron 
ore. The first survey shave uncovered iron in Clow Beck 
and this could be the first step in smelting our own iron. 
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Shepherds Hut  
The two shepherds’ huts, generously donated by Darlington Building Society, 
are nearly ready to be used. Here, Jess and Beth are moving furniture into 
the hut that will be used for Textiles teaching.  
 
 
Compost Bays 
Roberto, Mike, Catriona, Kevin and our garden volunteers have built new 
compost bays to improve our production of compost. Producing our own 
compost on our farm is fundamental to biodynamic agriculture. The students 
will be involved in turning the compost and moving it along the bays until it 
is ready to be used on the land.   
 
Kevin, our maintenance manager, spent one weekend working on the overall 
appearance of the bays by softening the raw wood and adding a lick of paint.        
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Textiles  
Some of our students have started to make a pair of felted slippers this term, carefully considering the 
design and the colours that they want to use and spending some time felting the wool, getting it ready 

to be rolled out and shaped. The craft of felt slippers requires 
patience, motivation and determination to get to the end result and 
our students demonstrated all of these qualities during their 
textiles lessons this term.  
  
Students spent a considerable amount of time helping to put 
together a shoe bench for one of 
the new teaching spaces. They 
followed the visual instructions 
provided and used the necessary 
tools efficiently, whilst maintaining 
focus and determination 
throughout the project. 
Students also engaged in wool 
washing this term in order to 

produce a cushion for the chair they are building in Green Woodwork. 

 
A departure and an arrival on the farm  

Sadly we have bidden farewell to Gruff the goat who has 
died at the age of 12 after a short illness. Gruff was a 
great favourite of many at Clervaux and was seen as 
something of a fixture. He was undoubtedly “top goat” 
and did not suffer fools gladly. 
 
He had a good healthy life and will be sorely missed!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Clervaux Garden School Newsletter 

We welcome to the farm Blossom, our new pig and companion to Bernie the boar. The pictures show 
Blossom (democratically named by the students) settling in to her new house with the help of our 
students, and being ousted from it by Bernie shortly (right photo)! We hope they will be very happy 
together and blessed with many piglets.   


