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Dear Parent/ Carer 
 
Welcome to our third newsletter of this year.  As this reaches you we are at the mid-point of the school 
year, a good time to look back at what has happened so far and look forward to the remaining part of 
the year.  You will know that the first part of the school year has seen a considerable growth in the 
number of students who attend Clervaux, from 11 to 17 students on the school roll.  We will be 
continuing to grow as we welcome new students in the months to come.  At Clervaux we are able to 
offer a unique education given the space, resources and facilities that we have.  These, too, will be 
growing as we commission our new shepherds hut classrooms (see below) and launch an ambitious 
building project to provide more classroom and workshop space.   
 
As the darkness of winter is starting to lift, the school garden is showing signs of awakening with the 
first shoots of new growth appearing.  Soon lambs and kids will be born.  We celebrated the triumph of 
light over darkness at Candlemas on 2nd February which coincides with the festival of Imbolc, marking 
the half way point between the Winter Solstice and the Spring Equinox.  During this half of the term we 
have also used our Clervaux Knot (every Wednesday at lunchtime) to commemorate Holocaust Memorial 
Day and mark Martin Luther King Day.  Students are encouraged to plan and participate in these 
celebrations and, through them, to increase their awareness of global events. 
 
We have celebrated another two students completing their OCN award in customer service this term. 
Our students continue to be resilient and ambitious with their own learning, with many of our students 
finding they are now able to access considerably higher levels of the core subject of English, Maths 
and Science than at the beginning of the term, and progress continues to be good. 
 
There has been a good link forged with the community. We had local police officers attend in full 
uniform and marked car to spend half a day on site with students reinforcing positive relationships 
with emergency workers. It was an obvious highlight for some when they were allowed to turn the 
lights and sirens on. We will continue to develop these relationships. 
 
Our new Assistant Headteacher Steve McIntosh 
 
As I am new to Clervaux Garden School, I thought it would be useful to introduce myself to you all and 
tell you a little bit about my story.     
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In January of this year I embarked upon this exciting new challenge, 
taking up the position of Assistant Headteacher here at Clervaux 
Garden School.  Immediately prior to taking up this role, I had spent 
some months supporting the young residents and the staff team at The 
Meadows children’s home (part of the Clervaux Trust provision) and 
so I was able to learn about the approaches used at the school.  When 
an opportunity came along to be a part of the team at the school, I of 
course jumped at it!  I have worked in special education for about 
eighteen years now and for the last eleven I have held various 
leadership roles.  I have experience of leading and managing teams 
primarily within the alternative provision/challenging behaviour 
sector and in schools for young people with social, emotional and 
mental health difficulties.  I have experience of supporting young 
people across a broad range of social and learning needs, including 

autism spectrum constellations and ADHD and I also have experience of working in residential/care 
provision.   I feel very confident that I can use my skills, knowledge and experience to help further 
support all of our young people at the Garden School and also, in my leadership role, provide useful 
support and guidance to the staff team, helping to ensure that we are continually striving to improve 
and do the best job we possibly can in supporting your children.  My role will primarily involve overseeing 
the quality of education we offer, ensuring that the teaching and learning is the best it can be so that 
we can help all of our students achieve their learning goals.  
 
I am a married family man, a proud father of a 16-year-old daughter and 13-year-old son.  I am a very 
committed long-distance runner and I have a keen interest in music and making music.  I really do have 
a love for learning and I am always reading and listening to podcasts on a range of topics including 
science, psychology and philosophy.  As someone who enjoys being ‘hands-on’, I am looking forward to 
improving my craft skills here at the Garden School and really getting ‘stuck-in’ as best I can!   
 
At the time of writing this, I have now been at the school for three weeks and I can really say that I am 
immensely enjoying being a part of this school team; I believe that the Clervaux Garden School has a 
really special ‘feel’ about it.  I am very much looking forward to meeting more of you over the 
forthcoming weeks and getting to know all of our young people that much better, building those really 
strong connections which help us all to feel valued and appreciated.   
 
With very warm wishes, 
Steve McIntosh 
Assistant Headteacher  
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Also new to Clervaux 
 

Lulu Preece has recently moved from London to live in the North.  Lulu worked 
in a school in London and has come to Clervaux as a Teaching Assistant.  She 
writes:  
 
‘My own journey through adolescence involved growing through art and 
photography and expanding my knowledge of the world through this. At Clervaux 
it is amazing to see the students take to so many different crafts and 
experiences, developing and learning about the processes involved. I love being 
part of the creative process where the students see their creations form from 
the raw materials around them, for example greenwood work or textiles.’ 

 
 
Progress on the Shepherds Huts 
 

The second shepherds hut is almost complete and thanks go to 
the maintenance and land teams and our band of dedicated 
volunteers, who have been working hard to construct the huts 
from flat packs, after each piece had been painted- an 
enormous task!  The huts are located at the edge of the 
garden, near the Clow Beck, with an attractive outlook over 
woodland and pasture.  One of the two is to be dedicated for 
textiles and our textiles tutor, Beth Elenor, is furnishing and 
decorating the hut in readiness for it to come into use after 
half term.  The huts have been partially funded by a generous 
grant from Darlington Building Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Blacksmith continues to find ways to engage the most 
reluctant of learners allowing them to experience the therapy 
of the craft and the material. They are then able to display 
their craft work and take pride in their achievements, allowing 
them to continue their personal development, to thrive and 
become immersed in the curriculum through experiencing meaningful relationships with, Universe, 
Earth and People. 
 
We send you best wishes and look forward to working with you and your children in the second half of 
the Spring term and beyond. 
 
Clervaux SLT 


