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Newsletter 
 

 
Dear Parent and Carers 
 
We hope to find you well. This half term has gone like a flash, I almost cannot believe 
we are already in February of 2023. In the last few weeks, we have seen the lighter 
mornings start to arrive and the birds begin to sing.  
 
We are very much looking forward to the arrival of spring, the warmer weather and 
starting to see the fruits of our labours in the gardens and at the farm up at Eyam.  
 
We welcome our new catering manager Shelly this term. She is already having an 
amazing impact on our catering offer. 
 
After the half term break, we will be looking to invite parents again to join us for a 
coffee morning/afternoon and to engage in some craft work. We look forward to 
seeing you then. 
 
Alan 
 
Executive Principal, Brantwood Specialist School 
Alan.Harrison@brantwood.rmt.org 
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Farm and Outdoor News 
Horticulture Developments  

We are excited to be developing the fourth quarter of 
the Horticulture Area at Eyam. Jack Spacey Helder is 
engaged in design and build jobs - along with other 
teachers and students. We plan to dedicate this area to 
the growing of herbs. This exciting development will 
provide herbs for the kitchens and will have a host of 
other educational opportunities. We intend to involve all 
our students in the project. Should anyone wish to lend 
a hand in a volunteering capacity please get in touch with 
Jim Hildyard or the Land Team. 

  
 
 

 

Coppicing  
Steve the Blacksmith also has many other talents. He can create a beautiful basket and teach others about 
the process. Steve, Jack, Jo Watson and many students have doubled the size of our coppice at Eyam. Other 
activities such as fencing, design, willow bed creation and Hazel planting are all underway. We are fortunate 
to have Gill Salmon on the team who is an expert at basketry and willow and knows all there is to know about 
the methodology and process. Students have made some lovely items of service, such as baskets, willow gates, 
fence panels and more. These items are beautiful and useful and will contribute to the farm in many ways. 
  
In the barn at Eyam, green woodwork has always been a priority. We have a wonderful new woodwork bench 
- with drawers to organise all the critical tools and devices needed for making items of service. Recent builds 
have included a wonderful Yew topped table, shutters for the kitchen, new pole lathe parts, a stand for the 
new log burner in the Shepherd’s Hut and our green woodwork tutor Adele has made bird mobiles by carving 
the elements alongside students. 
  

Feathered Friends  
Jo Watson has been working alongside students to produced bird feeders to keep our feathered friends fuelled 
up in the cold winter months. This project ties into observation as well, as we can watch the birds and identify 
them using observation guides. Students have been really enthusiastic about this process. Mark Atkins Sloan 
is the bird expert and certain students love to capture the birds on camera and print the resulting images 
before framing. 
  

Keep on Cooking 
Everyone loves the food at Eyam,  
 
1. Because it contains our own bio-dynamic produce as far as possible.  
2. Because there is a gathering and harvesting process which is great fun.  
3. Because it tastes wonderful. 
 
Caroline our chef and catering tutor is writing an Eyam Recipe Book. She is gathering lots of ideas and 
requests.  It will be a seasonal guide to what is available and what can be used in the kitchen. Watch this 
space!  
  
 
 
 

Sketch of herb garden design 
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Tree Planting  
420 tree saplings will arrive at the end of February. We cannot wait to involve as many people as possible in 
the planting. We are excited to see how these trees grow and enhance the site. If you wish to get involved 
do not hesitate to get in touch. 
  
I hope you liked the Seasonal Calendar sent out before Christmas. If you did not receive one please contact 
us. Now the work is underway to keep on top of these gardening and growing tasks! We are excited to add to 
the calendar as we discover what other opportunities are available in the garden. 
 
Jim Hildyard – Head of Outdoor Learning 
 

Eyam Staff Portraits 
A Brantwood student wanted to celebrate the team at Eyam. He made 
a wool wall hanging who’s who of the Eyam staff, showing each staff 
member represented with an object next to them representing his 
relationship to them at the farm. 
 
 ‘I am happy at Eyam because I get to be outside all day. I really enjoy 
being with the pigs and Steve runs to the pigs with me.’ Student on 
Eyam 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Food Glorious Food 
Ken’s group, KS2/3, love their food! They have been trying out 
different food items as part of the curriculum this term based on the 
topic ‘Hope and Imagination’. They have been creating and baking 
their own pizza when finding out about the Italian culture. The 
learners enjoyed choosing and preparing a variety of organic 
vegetables such as red and white onions, mushrooms, peppers, 
chillies and of course tomatoes, not forgetting the mozzarella and 
parmesan cheese!  
 
Most enjoyed kneading the dough and rolling it out. Some even had 
a go at spinning and stretching it before spooning on the fresh 
tomato. One learner even insisted on making his own garlic bread. 
Most enjoyed the excitement of the end result, eating pizza. Others, 
overcame sensory challenges such as getting their hands covered in 
flour and tasting some items for the first time.  
 

Ken and students preparing pizza dough 

Enjoying the finished pizza 
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During Black History Month the students tasted some unusual but tasty 
food, sampling a variety of traditional foods and recipes from African and 
Caribbean cultures. Many enjoyed trying pineapple and mango for the 
first time, whilst others preferred the Moroccan couscous. 
 
Students went foraging in the woods at the Eyam Edge Farm. The 
students took a basket each and explored different areas to see if it made 
a difference as to where different foods were growing. Students then 
emptied the contents of their baskets and by using photographic guide 
books, they were able to tell which of the fungi collected were suitable 
to eat.  
 
 
 
 
 

‘Ordinary People’ 
The focus for the Holocaust Memorial Day 2023 was on ‘Ordinary People’. 
 
During their assembly, Jane’s class asked students to discuss what they would do if faced with moral choices 
such as ‘You find a purse left on the seat of a bus. Do you hand it to the driver, the police or keep it yourself?’, 
‘Your friend smells bad, do you tell them?’, ‘You are a nurse. A person comes to see you. They are really ill. 
Do you help them?’ ‘You are a nurse in 1942 Germany. If you help that person, you could face death. Do you 
help them?’ These were the dilemmas facing many ‘Ordinary People’ who did ‘Ordinary jobs’ when the Nazi 
government were in power. 
 
What do they think they would they have done? 

 
The theme ‘Ordinary People’ helps 
us consider how people like us can 
play a bigger part by standing up 
to hatred, then we might believe 
in challenging prejudice today, by 
speaking out against identity-
based persecution. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foraging  

Poster created by the class 
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Celebration of Unity and Difference 
Our students have many interesting ideas about faith, religion, and 
spirituality. We have had many complex discussions about different 
aspects of faith, never from one particular angle but from a place of 
curiosity and connection. After a particularly lively conversation and a 
request to explore theology at Brantwood, myself and some of the 
students came up with a project that instead of deep diving into the 
various rituals, scripture and history of any single faith group, instead 
would establish an understanding of potential commonalities amongst 
the different styles.  
 
We created a list of questions that we felt were thoughtful and helpful 
to aid our understanding of common threads amongst belief systems but 
also helped us to understand the intentions and background of the 
individuals who acted as figureheads within their faith organisation. 
What makes a person decide to live a life of formal dedication to a 
particular faith? We then made a list of different faith groups in Sheffield 
and contacted them to introduce our project and to request a face-to-
face interview in their place of worship. At this point we have 
interviewed five people in their place of worship and plan to conduct 

further interviews in the new year. We have found this project incredibly interesting, informative and hopeful 
thus far and we intend to create an article/report when data collection is complete as well as potentially 
creating a ‘next step’ to the process. One idea which would be fascinating would be to invite the leaders to 
a group meet where we could share ideas and potential solutions about making Sheffield faith communities 
more unified. We would like to share our outcomes and insights when the data collection is complete and we 
are able to present some conclusions. 
 
Kayte Pritchard – Session Lead 
 
As you can see from above a small insight into some of the curriculum areas, and subjects that have been 
covered this term. We are always looking at ways to further develop and enrich our curriculum through craft, 
the land and seasons and through working with the community. We hope to share further details in Spring 2 
and hope to see parents at our next craft and coffee workshops. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
The Brantwood Team 

Students in Sheffield Cathedral 


