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Newsletter 
 

 
Dear parents. Carers and families, 
 
This term has been very busy and successful. With new staff and students joining us and settling in very 
quickly. It has been a pleasure meeting many of you either formally at our coffee mornings, during our 
celebration of the festivals and informally at the gate. I very much look forward to meeting more of you 
in the coming months. 
 
Some of our highlights are: 
 

• The redevelopment of the bungalow into  
o a Linguistics classroom 
o an indoor-outdoor classroom 

• Our festival of Light and our Advent Spiral 
• Our LARPing afternoon 

 
We really appreciate the time you took to come into school to meet with class teachers during our 
parents’ consultation evening to discuss the progress your child has made this term. It can not be 
emphasised enough how important the partnership between students, school and homes is in ensuring 
our young people are truly able to re-imagine their potential. 
 

It’s at this time of year when the nights have been getting longer, the days shorter and the 
temperatures drop, we look forward to the spring and summer. We look forward to lighter, 
brighter and warm days and we celebrate the re-emergence of light.  We hope that you 
have a wonderful holiday that is restful and sees you all in good health. 
 
All the very best for Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year. 

 
Alan 
 
Executive Principal, Brantwood Specialist School 
 

Winter term | December 2022 
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Winter Wildlife at Tintagel House 
Students have been busy this term in their landwork sessions at Brantwood School’s Tintagel House 
discovering the beneficial wildlife in the garden and creating habitats and food sources to attract 
more. 
 
Creatures of the night 
 

 

 

Our wildlife camera placed by the students has 
picked up Foxes and Badgers active at night time. 

We are hoping to also attract hedgehogs who need sheltered places for hibernation so the students 
have been building hedgehog hibernaculum out of sticks, bricks and leaves 
 
Eben with his hedgehog home (left) 
 
Hollie building hers (Right) 

Earthworms play an important role in the garden. 
We have learned that there are 27 different 
species of earthworm in the UK, that they have 
retractable spikes that they use to move around 
and that they breathe through their skin. 
Adding mulch to our garden beds will help to feed 
the worms that aerate the soil 

Andie investigating a soil sample and counting 
the number pf earthworms found 
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Student Visit to the Steiner Museum 
 
Students Quinlan Wingfield and Jeremiah Cook both enquired if it was possible for students to 
visit the Steiner Library located in Sheffield. An agreed visit of the 5th December 2022 with 
Andrew Thompson and Plant & Land Alchemy Teacher Winnie Fenton, was arranged to satisfy 
the request and curiosity of both of the students based at Tintagel Site. 
 
Quinlan has a very enthusiastic interest in Steiner, Goethe and all things Anthroposophical! 
Quinlan has visited the Goetheanum, located in Dornach, in the canton of Solothurn, 
Switzerland, with his Mum on a family holiday. It is the world centre for the Anthroposophical 
Movement. Quinlan is also a member of the Anthroposophical Society. 
 
Jeremiah is a student well known for his love of books and can always be seen carrying a book 
in his hand as he goes about his daily business, or sat curled up in a corner reading, so the 
opportunity to visit the Steiner library was an opportunity not to be missed by Jeremiah! 
 
Both students, perused the book shelves and looked at the various titles. Andrew was on hand 
to answer any questions that the two students had. Both students left feeling welcomed by the 
folks in attendance at the building. Quinlan felt like he had ticked another thing off from his 
Anthroposophical ‘bucket list’. Quinlan also offered his services as a volunteer, should they 
need someone to support with blogs, websites or social media! 
 
Both young people represented not only themselves, but Brantwood Specialist School and Ruskin 
Mill Trust with grace and to the best of their ability. 
 
 

Feathered friends 
 
To attract more birds to the garden and provide them much needed food over winter students have 
been making bird feeders. have lots of magpies that can scare the other birds away, but robins, 
starlings, blue tits, long tailed tits, collared doves and gold crests have also been spotted in the garden 
this winter. 

Oscar 
cutting wire 
to make a 
bird feeder 

Will with his 
finished bird 
feeder 
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Our New Linguistics Classroom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Linguistics room is now set up and in use at the Tintagel site. Students are making use of 
the room and helping to decorate the space with the planned contribution of craft projects 
and ideas for displays.    

During the term students have been developing their persuasive writing skills writing letters 
and speeches to convince and review. Some of our students are starting to consider their 
research projects for the English GCSE speaking assessment, giving them the scope to pick a 
topic of interest and share their own personal thoughts and opinions.  
Students have also been working on their creative writing and reading skills. Lots of students 
used this as an opportunity to create their own a piece of gothic horror, considering the 
supernatural elements of The Woman in Black as inspiration.   
 
New reading books have been ordered ready for the spring term with some exciting titles for 
students and class teachers to use all linked to the themes of hope, imagination and potential.   
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Our journey of light illuminating the darkness 
 
Seasonal festivals are an important aspect of Brantwood School life, bringing rhythm and form 
to the year. They have become a source of joy and strength to our community of students, 
parents/carers and staff.  Throughout autumn and winter, we have brought warmth to the cold 
and dark days with a number of rich and reverent celebrations.  The essence of our festivals 
has acknowledged the light that shines forth from each of us.  
 
As we walked through Autumn land, St Michael beckoned us with his hand. Our Michaelmas 
celebration took place as the leaves were turning and the days were growing shorter.  This 
festival called upon us to fight our fears and veil ourselves with golden light to make ourselves 
strong in the face of the oncoming winter.  St Michael is usually depicted conquering a dragon.  
The students adopted this image as a metaphor for finding their inner strength, human courage 
and the triumph of light over darkness.  
 

This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine 
 
Martinmas invited us to cultivate our light and give compassionately and selflessly to others. 
Saint Martin was known for his gentleness, his unassuming nature, and his ability to bring 
warmth and light to those who were previously in darkness.  Our Lantern Walk imbued the path 
ahead and celebrated the carrying of light into the darkening days. 

 
Advent balances darkness and sleepiness with expectation and anticipation.  In our Advent 
Spiral students, parents/carers and staff participated in this peaceful celebration that 
reminded us that the light will grow stronger again.  Evergreen boughs lay in a large spiral.  The 
room slowly filled with light until the entire garden was aglow.   We realised how strong our 
light is when joined with others. 
 
I would like to express heartfelt gratitude to our festivals team and thank them for their 
commitment to create beautiful and purposeful events.  We are delighted to have welcomed 
students into our group.  Their invaluable input has helped us to further embed universal 
meaning into our celebrations and has strengthened our community connectedness. 

 
Here we are: 
 

Gill Salmon, Clare Thompson, Jeanette Cope, 
Quinlan, Kate Bowman, Winnie Fenton, Jeremiah, 
Ailsa Hughes and Megan 

  
We will continue to take our light wherever we go 
and radiate the atmosphere with our positivity and 
brightness.   

The more we give light, one to the other                                                                                                                                                                  
It shines and it spreads and it glows still further.                                                                                                                    

Until every spark by friends set aflame,                                                                                                                 
Until every heart with joy to proclaim. 
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Science in the Autumn Term 2022 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The topic of electricity was covered by the different GCSE groups. This involved learning how to 
build series and parallel circuits where current and potential difference were measured. Using 
this information, calculations were carried out to find the pattern of resistance in the different 
circuits.  Despite the challenging nature of understanding how electricity works, the students 
were successful with the major practical carried out on investigating resistance, completing the 
calculations and analysing the patterns.  
 
By applying their knowledge and rules found through studying the theory, ‘light bulb’ moments 
were frequent! 

Students investigating series and parallel circuits using bulbs, ammeter and voltmeters. 


