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Dear Parent/ Carer 
 
I hope you are well. We are writing this newsletter to reflect on the many successes of the school 
this academic year and to update you on the plans for next half term, specifically the plans around 
the leadership at Clervaux.  Rob Grice, the Executive Principal at Clervaux has decided to move to 
the next stage of his journey and will be leaving Clervaux on the 31st December 2022.  

The Trustees of Ruskin Mill Trust have greatly enjoyed working with Rob and we are extremely 
proud of the work that has taken place at Clervaux under Rob’s leadership. 

The staff, students and stakeholders have worked with great determination and energy to make 
sure Clervaux is as successful as possible. We are saddened to lose Rob; however, we wish him the 
very best in the next stage of the journey, and he leaves with the gratitude of all at Ruskin Mill 
Trust and Clervaux. 

The Trustees will support the school to continue to thrive under the leadership of Bogdan, Deputy 
Provision Lead and Steve, Head of Education. The Trustees have also asked the Trust Deputy 
Director of Schools, Tom Griffiths (Tom.Griffiths@rmt.org) to support the school for three days per 
week while the Trustees recruit a new Principal. We will ensure that we communicate regularly 
with all stakeholders on any updates. We are also advertising for another senior leader to join the 
team to reflect the growth of the school and to further strengthen the leadership team. 

With our thanks for your continued support. 

 

The Trustees of Clervaux Trust and Ruskin Mill Trust 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Six weeks in… 

Autumn 1 2022 
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We have seen a positive start to the academic year, and have welcomed six new students to join the 

sixteen already here, they have been very warmly welcomed and have quickly settled into life at 

Clervaux.  For most students the experience of having access to a land and craft-based curriculum at 

school is a new one, and our students have made full use of the opportunities offered within this 

unique curriculum.   

When we left you at the end of last year our 

piglets had just been born.  They are now three 

months old and have grown a lot.  They have 

been weaned and live apart from, but close to  

their mother Blossom.  They are making a huge 

impact on the curriculum offer and the field; 

who needs a plough when you have eight piglets 

to do the job! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With our new students, we also welcomed six ducks to live on our pond.  They have become firm 

favourites amongst students and staff.  Kevin, our site manager, built them their own home. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Apple Pressing 

The hot summer has boosted the harvest.  This year we have a bumper crop of apples from our 

orchards.  Students have been helping with the harvest and the pressing of the apples to make 

Clervaux’s very popular apple juice- the Best in the Country (as described by a Clervaux Student). 

 

A new student 
experiencing the 
outdoor curriculum 

The piglets rooting 

around in their field 

 

The ducks in their new home and 
being cared for by students 
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Bishops House- a new initiative 

At Bishop’s House in Darlington a new biodynamic and organic 

produce store is being developed on the premises previously 

occupied by the Clervaux café. The majority of produce within the 

shop will have been grown and cared for by the staff and students 

of Clervaux Garden School and RISE.  Students have also been 

involved in the renovations, giving the opportunity for some work 

experience. The aim is to open the shop this academic year as a 

resource for student work experience, social enterprise and for a 

number of qualifications. 

 

 

 

 

 

Jobs Fair 

A number of Clervaux students attended the Darlington Jobs Fair in early October.  The event 

provided the opportunity for us to connect with local employers and find out about training and 

apprenticeship opportunities. Feedback from the students was exceptionally positive and there were 

some excellent interactions. 

Apples being pressed by the students 
and staff, and the final product being 
bottled 

Bishops House, Coniscliffe 
Road, Darlington 
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Craft at Clervaux 

A new metal ring kiln has been installed in the woods at Clervaux Garden School allowing us to produce 
our very own charcoal for use in the forge. This fuel is more sustainable than purchasing coke or coal, 
making the school more self-sufficient and reducing the carbon footprint of the smithy.  The students 
will be able to be part of the whole charcoal burning process from felling and splitting the wood, through 
to drying and stacking, and finally lighting the kiln. The fire of the kiln fuels the pyrolysis process turning 
the wood into a purer form of carbon, transforming it into a fuel capable of giving off the heat needed 
to forge hot steel. Once the kiln chimneys give off wispy blue smoke, the kiln is sealed up to halt the 
process. The next day the kiln can be opened to reveal black, tinkling and glistening charcoal.  
 
Charcoal-making fills a missing link between woodwork and blacksmithing, enhancing the seed-to-table 
curriculum. The students can process the wood in green woodwork lessons to create charcoal for use in 
the forge. In blacksmithing lessons, they can then produce tools to use in woodwork or on the farm. 
Creating our own fuel promotes the community of Clervaux and helps connects the crafts with the land. 
The first charcoal burn at Clervaux was a great success and has fuelled the forge for Michaelmas term. 
This is also a wonderful opportunity for teachers and students to embed teaching and learning within 
science and mathematics into the process. 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Students at the Job 
Fair 

The process for charcoal making 
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New Staff at Clervaux 

New students and new ducks have kept us busy, and with the growth we must grow our team. We 

warmly welcome  Emma Kirk who has joined us as a teacher and we have five new teaching assistants; 

Jess Blenkiron, Kieron Glenning, Emma Train, Laura Manning and Ryan Stokes. We look forward to 

continuing to work together within the Clervaux community. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to sharing further updates with you throughout the rest of the academic year. Please 

contact the school or senior leaders should you wish to discuss any aspect of the school. 

 

With all good wishes 

 

Clervaux  

https://rmt.org/clervaux-garden-school/ 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right Jess, Laura, 
Kieron, Emma Kirk, Emma Train and 
Ryan 

https://rmt.org/clervaux-garden-school/

