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As we come to a close of our first year at Grace Garden School, I am extremely proud to reflect on the 
growth and development of this past year. We have grown from 4 to 19 pupils and each one has 
settled and grown in their own unique way.  
 
We were absolutely delighted to achieve a “Good” in all areas of our Ofsted inspection, and this is 
testament to the fantastic hard working, innovative and committed team in the school, as well as 
thanks to the wider Ruskin Mill Trust who stand behind us. 
 
We are developing our curriculum in the year ahead to include a music tutor and a forge tutor and 
through the summer we are also renovating the upstairs of our beautiful Cherry Orchards House, to 
use for classrooms and a library.  
 
We also say farewell to 2 of our upper school “Yew” pupils who are graduating from Grace Garden 
School, Max and Lexi. We wish them every success in their new steps and thank them for all they have 
brought and taught us. 
 
We wish all our families and staff a refreshing and restorative summer holiday and we look forward to 
returning in the Autumn with renewed energy and focus for the new year ahead.   
 
Francesca Meynell 
Executive Principal, Grace Garden School 
 

Animals 
Pupils have loved getting to know the newest members of Grace Garden School  - three baby goats 
were born in earlier this term.  
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A Helping Hand 

When the land and animal team needed poles to support the runner beans, 
the pupils were happy to supply them. During the green woodworking 
sessions, pupils from all classes set about measuring, sawing and sharpening 
last year’s coppiced sycamore poles at one end.                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The land team was happy to receive more than 40 poles which then went 
on to use to support the beans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Therapies - Eurythmy with Rebecca 
 
The movement/eurythmy sessions at Grace Garden School intend to help the young people to settle 
into their body. When we feel settled in our body we feel safe to express who we are and to engage in 
a meaningful way with our environment. As an independent eurythmy therapist I am able to visit 
Grace Garden School once a week on a Thursday. Currently, I work with pupils from Sean’s, Neil’s and 
Sarah’s class. Most of the sessions are 1:1 where I tailor the exercise programme to the specific pupil’s 
needs as identified by the class teacher, myself and the Grace Garden Therapy Team. These needs 
may be focus, calm or self-trust. Additionally, I deliver two group sessions where the respective pupils 
are enabled to develop their social capabilities and social confidence.  
 

Class trips 
Willow class enjoyed a trip to “The Wave” this term to watch an Adaptive surfing competition. The 
term ‘Adaptive Surfing’ refers to those with additional needs or challenges, such as those with a 
disability, that require extra assistance, specialised equipment or an adapted surfing experience to 
match their abilities. Pupils were fascinated watching the skill of the surfers and even had the chance 
to try out the sand buggy. Solomon asked for a world-famous surfer’s autograph and we were able to 
take a photo with him too.  



 
Grace Garden School Newsletter 

Through the summer term, we have enjoyed playing on 
our new swing and climbing equipment and been learning 
about turn taking, safe use and when we need to put the 
swings away to focus on learning as well. We have also 
loved having our water feature on in the garden as it has 
been very relaxing and cooling when the weather is hot. 
Here are some photos of our students playing and 
exploring together around the water feature – making 
dams, building friendships and working together. 
 

          

Student Voice 
 
Goats giving birth, by Solomon 
  
I was taking my wood work break, and went to see the goats. I could hear Petal making a distressed 
noise so I thought she might be giving birth.  I got Sean who took a video of the birth. I felt excited 
that I was the one who discovered the birth.  There were two new goats, one was semi-brown and the 
other was white and black, that one looked like Petal! 
 
 
The Student Council helped to name the pupils, choosing the first letter of their parents for the first 
name of the kids’ names.  
 
The Council also helped organise a student Prom on the last day before the end of term. They used 
the marquee for listening to music, dancing and participating in fun non-competetive games. They 
also helped plan the menu, with big thanks to George (Catering Tutor) for preparing the special foods 
including home made sausage rolls, hot dogs and wonderful salads from the garden. The chocolate 
foundation with strawberries to dip (and marshmallows!) also made a fantastic end of term treat.  
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Staff changes  
We say farewell to our wise and inspiring Land Manager, Peter van Vliet. Peter was instrumental in 
planting the seeds for the idea of Grace Garden School and has worked tirelessly over the past two 
years to develop the land for the school. 18 acres of the mixed land, including woodland, animal 
pasture, fruit orchards, ornamental gardens and river bed, all on the steep terrain of the Cherry 
Orchards site, has been held under the careful guidance of Peter. We wish him and his family well in 
his retirement.  
We welcome David Parry, who joins us as Peter’s successor. David has a wealth of experience 
developing community gardens and we look forward to his insight in shaping the land and curriculum 
alongside the team here.  
We are looking forward to developing and expanding our staff team over the coming year, including 
the appointment of a music tutor and a forge/ metalwork tutor, as well as welcoming new permanent 
teaching assistants. We will keep you informed! 
 
 
Have a wonderful summer. We look forward to welcoming pupils on Tuesday 6th September for the 
start of the new year ahead.  
 
 
Autumn 2022 
Term 1:   Tuesday 6th September - Friday 21st October 2022 
Term 2:   Monday 31st October - Friday 16th December 2022 

 
 


