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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We hope that this newsletter finds you well.  It is that time of the year when every day the school 
looks different as the plants grow in the garden, the leaves unfurl on the trees and the whole place is 
greener by the moment.  It has been a good half term.  Now that the weather has improved we can 
spend more time outside and students are working on the land as well as pursuing their regular 
lessons.  The site offers many opportunities for practical demonstrations of science as well as skills of 
animal care.  The Clervaux goats have returned to live in one of the school fields, much to Head of 
Provision, Rob Grice’s, dismay. Here you can see him returning one to the field.  It promptly jumped 
back over the fence and the hunt started all over again! 
 

 

 
There have been some new arrivals at Clervaux, not students but welcome additions nevertheless. 
Here you can see two lambs and a newly born bull calf: 
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Charlie GCSE Portrait project used staff as inspiration 
 
Charlie is studying for his GCSE Art and is currently focusing on portraiture, he has studied different 
styles and has been inspired by different artists including Giacometti and Frida Kahlo. He wanted to 
make portraits of the staff here at Clervaux Garden School and chose Luke the blacksmith as his muse! 
Charlie said “by doing this project I have really started to be more observant and pay more attention 
to different features on people’s faces.”  
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Sheep shearing 
LEVI'S GUIDE TO SHEEP SHEARING. 
 
1. Set up the shearing equipment and oil the clippers. 
2. Clear area of floor for sorting and wrapping the wool that is cut off. 
3. Fetch the rams from the field in the trailer. 
4. Catch a sheep and put it into the right position, on its back. 
5. Start shearing at the tummy and shave round the legs. 
6. Turn sheep over and shave the back. 
Finished. 
 
 
Blacksmithing - A visit to Preston Park Museum 
 
A trip was arranged to visit the local Preston Park Museum, which was hosting a touring Viking craft 
exhibition from the Jorvik Group. The exhibition highlighted the artistry of the Vikings and the students 
recognized many of the tools and products on display from their own craft sessions at Clervaux Garden 
School. One student was inspired to begin creating their own Viking helmet once they returned to the 
forge at Clervaux! 
 
The museum is also home to a traditional working blacksmith’s forge on the living Victorian street. We 
eagerly peered through the shop window to gaze at the multitude of well-used steel tools hung on the 
walls, the timeworn sturdy anvils, and impressive bellow-operated brick hearths. The students 
highlighted what tools they recognised from the school forge and saw many new items that the 
blacksmith employs in a fully equipped shop. An inspiring and riveting trip for both tutor and students! 
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The visit moved Charlie to write a poem: 
 
Preston Park Museum 
The exhibition was awesome 
A view into the past 
Art, life, craft and legends 
A creative way just like school 
Pole lathe, forge and textiles 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Tree Planting at Clervaux 
Tree Planting in the Glebe Field on the 7th April 2022. 
 
Darlington Building Society have created a Green Regular 
Saver account and for every account opened they will plant 
two trees. As a result of this we have so far been the 
beneficiaries of 500 trees purchased by Darlington Building 
Society from Tree Appeal. Additionally, to this each member 
of staff member is given 2 days paid volunteering time to 
support any charitable cause they choose so we were offered 
25 volunteers from DBS to help plant the 500 trees they had 
gifted to us.  
In addition, we had some funding money left over from Betty’s 
Trees for Life which allowed us to purchase a further 1000 
trees from the Woodland Trust and tree guards and bamboo 
canes. The extra trees were needed to create a 230 hedge 
with some standard trees planted down the middle 
We had to cancel the first tree planting date planned for 17th 
February due to Storm Eunice being forecast to hit on the 18th 
February and so re-scheduled for the 7th April. We were 
joined by about 25 volunteers from Darlington Building Society 
to help plant 1500 trees.  

 
All in all, a very successful day and we wouldn’t have been able to achieve what we did without the 
huge donation of resources and time from Darlington Building Centre. 
 
From amidst all this abundance we send you best wishes 
 
Clervaux SLT  


