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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
The year has now drawn to a close.  This has been a busy year with many successes and much to be 
proud of.   
 
We have experienced the hottest day ever in the UK, this was a challenge for all students and staff 
but also for the animals, which are such an important part of life here.  However, the hot weather has 
been helping the garden to grow with a lot of extra care from staff and students with increased 
watering and harvesting. Customers of the vegetable box scheme have been pleased to see 
strawberries, blackcurrants and raspberries included with their orders as these have been abundant 
 

As most traditional schools wind down for a relaxing 
summer, we are gearing up for a busier time than ever. 
We have a number of developments to complete ready 
for September.  One of these is a building project to 
provide a new teaching and new office space. This will 
greatly help to alleviate the pressure on teaching space 
brought about by the growth of the school.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

A segment of the Clervaux garden 
 

New piglets were born just in time for students to see 
them before they broke up for the summer. As we 
welcome new life to the  Clervaux farm,  we also 
welcome new students to the school who will be 
joining us in September. We look forward to welcoming 
them and their families into the Clervaux community. 
 
We hope you all have a fantastic summer.  Stay safe 
and we will see you in September to hear all about 
your adventures.  School opens again on Monday 5th 
September. 
 
Clervaux SLT 
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On our land by Roberto Romano (Clervaux Land Manager) 
Darlington Building Society has created a Green Regular Saver account 
and for every account opened, they will plant two trees. As a result of 
this we have so far been the beneficiaries of 500 trees purchased by 
Darlington Building Society from the Tree Appeal. In addition to this 
each member of their staff are given 2 days paid volunteering time to 
support any charitable cause they choose, as a result we were offered 
25 volunteers from DBS to help plant the 500 trees they had gifted to 
us.  

In addition, we had some funding money left over from Betty’s Trees for 
Life, which allowed us to purchase a further 1000 trees from the 
Woodland Trust including tree guards and bamboo canes. The extra 
trees were needed to create 230 hedges with some standard trees 
planted down the middle. 

Volunteers Tree Planting 

We had to cancel the first tree planting date planned for 17th February due to Storm Eunice being 
forecast to hit on the 18th February and so re-scheduled for the 7th April. We were joined by about 25 
volunteers from Darlington Building Society to help plant 1500 trees. All in all, a very successful day 
and we wouldn’t have been able to achieve what we did without the huge donation of resources and 
time from Darlington Building Society.  
 

 
Preparing the raised beds and raspberries in February with the Step by Step Biodynamic Gardening 
participants. Pruning Redcurrants, Blackcurrants and Raspberries in February.    

 

 

New raspberry supports assembled for the summer and 
autumn fruiting varieties of raspberries during March/April 
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Bees 
In April 2021, Clervaux expanded our menagerie of animals 
– by several thousand. We bought two hives of bees for the 
students to work, to produce our own honey for use in the 
kitchens and to help keep our orchards pollinated. Very 
swiftly they were ready to swarm, and produce another 
hive; so the three sisters, Aidan, Brigid, and Columba, 
were soon buzzing around the New Orchard. Although the 
bees were reasonably local, from Swaledale, they struggled 
with the exposure to the wind in their site, and only 
Columba proved hardy enough to last the winter. This year, 
they have found their numbers bolstered by a wild swarm 
caught in Lower Dinsdale and brought to Clervaux, and by 
some bees from Thom*’s home apiary. As the students have 
cared for the bees, building new hives for them – 
experimenting with different designs – and ensuring that 
they have sufficient stores to survive if we take a little, 
the bees have thrived and expanded, and we have split 
them up as they have got overcrowded and prepared to 
swarm. Between the daughters of Alzbeta, from Thom’s 
home apiary, and Columba’s daughters, we now have 13 
hives in the school – though some may need to be 
combined ready to survive the winter. 

One of our teachers and a keen beekeeper. 
 

Other stories from the land 
In June we saw the annual migration of baby frogs from our pond towards 
the Clow Beck.  Many thousands of tiny frogs were on the move in June for a 
few days and the ground was alive with perfectly formed babies trying to 
make it to safety.  Some of them need a little help and students made 
warning signs so that people would not step on them on their main migration 
route, but some needed a little extra help.  We are very lucky to have such a 
lot of space around us with woodland, Beck and pond - which all make up 
the best of outdoor classrooms. 

 

 

Student with a baby frog that he had rescued from the path 

Some of our lambs got a little extra help too.  One family of triplets needed supplementary bottle 
feeding and students took it in turns to feed them. All lambs now look remarkably robust!  Working 
with the animals is an important part of our therapeutic curriculum.   
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Students feeding one of the lambs and 
relaxing with lambs and their mother. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of July two new pigs joined us from the Camphill 
Community at Botton.  Pigs are very popular at Clervaux and these have 
been brought up with a lot of human contact, so they are very happy to 
share their space with students.  Students were fantastic, helping to 
settle the new arrivals in their pen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last arrivals of the year were Blossom’s piglets, born a week before the end of term.  They are 
very photogenic! 
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Exploring “Seed-to-Table” in Textiles Through Wool Processing 
Following on from last half term when students were invited to 
observe our yearly sheep shearing, this half term students were 
invited to take part in various wool processing activities.   
After the sheep have been sheared the wool is then teased to 
remove unwanted debris such as straw. 
 
The Wool can then be washed of dirt and lanolin. This was done by 
filling black buckets with raw fleece and water before leaving 
somewhere warm (in the sunshine or the shepherd’s hut), using 
natural heat sources to aid in the cleaning process. After the wool 
had been rinsed and soaked a few times it could hung up to dry and 
dye plants could be harvested in preparation for wool dying. 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Students harvested Dyer’s Chamomile and left it to dry out, preserving it ready for future dye 
workshops.    
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Blacksmithing 
 

Despite the summer swelter, students have managed to brave the heat 
of the forge and work on their metalwork projects. David in particular 
has been getting into the spirit of summer in his blacksmithing lessons. 
Inspired by the seasonal visitors to the school, he has produced a 
brilliant butterfly which he hopes to sell at the Clervaux Craft Fair, as 
part of the school’s social enterprise program. The piece features a 
forged head and body, with wings cut from sheet steel, and finished 
with wire legs to bring the butterfly to life. It can be seen here pictured 
amongst the flowerbeds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finished Butterfly 
 

The Johnson Cup 
Amelia was entered into a Ruskin Mill Trust initiated competition called the Johnson Cup this term. 
The Johnson Cup was sponsored by Rex Johnson, with The Worshipful Company of Woolmen giving the 
large silver trophy to Ruskin Mill Trust to be presented each year to a textile student who has created 
a beautiful textile artefact.  

 
Amelia won the competition for creating a 
remarkable pair of felted slippers, alongside two 
other students from within the trust; one for 
their knitting and another for their weaving.  
 
Amelia was determined throughout the process 
of slipper making and completed her first pair of 
slippers carefully and considerately, within the 
school term. Amelia demonstrated her internal 
will, patience and creativity as well as showing 
through her work that she is developing her 
practical skills in felting.  
Amelia was aware of the time it would take to 
complete this project and remained focused and 
motivated throughout the slipper making 
journey. Upon completion, Amelia was really 
proud of what she had achieved; she was looking 
forward to and continues to enjoy wearing her 
slippers around her home and has expressed how 
comfortable they are.  

This process has been rewarding for Amelia who has also been working towards a textiles OCN unit 
alongside this practical endeavour.   
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Summer Fair 
 

The Summer Fair was held on Saturday 23rd July.  At the end of 
term preparation was in full swing. This is the first fair to be 
held since the end of the Covid pandemic.  Traditionally, 
Clervaux has held a Summer and Winter Fair, which not only 
give us the opportunity for our young people and children to 
show what we do and what they have achieved over the year, 
but also provide a place for local craftspeople to exhibit and 
sell their products.  They have always been popular fixtures on 
the local calendar and their return was much anticipated. 
 
The Summer Fayre was a great success, we predicted roughly 
600 visitors throughout the day.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roberto preparing pizza dough         A sample of the Biodynamic produces grown at Clervaux 
 

New students for the new school year 
It has been a busy term for us in welcoming prospective students to school for tours and assessment 
visits.  Our current students have been involved in showing them around and making sure they have  
good visits and get to see all that we offer. With our thanks to our ‘student ambassadors’ for making 
our visitors so welcome and for sharing their experiences. 
  


