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Newsletter 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I do hope you’re well and that you are all looking forward to the summer break.  
 
These are exciting times for the school; Brantwood is continuing its drive towards further 
improvement with ever more innovative and creative initiatives, and in doing so is recruiting more 
therapists and other key staff to meet the challenge. 
 
Brantwood is working hard to involve parents in all that it does; the school has held several successful 
coffee mornings and meetings, where parents and carers were able to join in with craft activities and 
experience some of the curriculum on offer within the school. Very recently the team at Eyam Edge 
Farm welcomed parents to the site; it was a glorious day where parents and carers visited the forge, 
attended a presentation and had lunch prepared from foods grown on our biodynamic farm. Thank you 
to all who were able to attend! 
 
Our recent Ofsted inspection shows that the school is committed to a high-quality therapeutic 
education and is delivering this through the Trust’s PSTE method. There are always, and will always 
be, areas for improvement; the most important thing is that we know what these areas are and how to 
address them and the school thanks you for your continuing support. The report should be published 
on the school website within the next few weeks. 
 
Finally, we would like to wish you all a warm and wonderful summer break, with our thanks for your 
continued support.  
 
Tom, Rae, Digby, Jim, Rosemarie, Joanne, and Laura 
 

Our Parent and Carer Coffee Meeting 
We welcomed back parents and carers for another Coffee Morning and Evening. It was an absolute 
delight to see some new faces and to see some returners from our previous events. 
To begin, Rae gave a presentation about our curriculum - delving into the reasoning and structure and 
explaining how it supports our students from where they are now to where they could be in the 
future, reaching their aspirations and full potential. 
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Quinlan, an ambassador for student voice, followed Rae 
with an inspiring presentation to parents and carers 
about the Student Council. Quinlan described why the 
Student Council is so important, and how it is an 
integral part of the school community. He urged 
parents and carers to encourage their children to be 
involved in the Student Council, as its growth will add 
to its success. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The PSTE experience 
Parents and carers were offered a craft activity to take part in. Some tackled the pottery wheel, and 
successfully threw a pot! Parents also took the opportunity to talk with Dan Walker, our Pathways 
Coordinator, to learn more about his role and the opportunities he offers to the students at 
Brantwood. 
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Here are some of the wonderful pieces made by parents, 
carers and staff. Let’s hope they survive the kiln!  
 
We hope we can continue to develop our school 
community through further engagement with parents and 
carers. We really appreciate your attendance, 
engagement and contributions and look forward to more 
meetings next year. 
 
 
 
 
 

Some parent and carer feedback included: 
- “Wonderful morning session that gave an opportunity to mix with other parents, meet staff and 

share information. I really enjoyed the presentations from Rae and the student. It was nice to 
see and hear from both equally. The craft activity was a fun ice breaker.” 
 

- “Very informative session. Really good to have different roles in these sessions to allow specific 
questions and understanding. A fab balance of information, therapeutic craft and parents to 
meet. Thank you.” 
 

- “Informative and relaxed evening. Appreciated learning and visual aids. Eoin’s and Jeanette’s 
clay and weaving were great! Thanks to Eoin, Jeanette, Rae and Dan. Nice to put a face to a 
name.” 

Protecting our Crop 
Students have been working hard in the horticulture area to 
prepare for what we hope to be another successful growing 
season. Alongside sowing seed both in our raised beds and in the 
greenhouse, students have been weeding, mulching and 
cultivating the growing area. All this work is in anticipation of 
bumper harvests of, amongst others, raspberries, gooseberries 
and, looking further ahead, to winter crops of parsnips, and the 
maligned but productive brussels sprouts! A crucial element in 
raising successful crops is protecting them from harm at their 
most vulnerable phase of growth. Here our students learn the 
importance of care and nurturing in order that the plants have 
the best chance of realising their full potential. The plants will 
then hopefully reward us with plentiful fruit, roots and leaves in 
a few months' time. 
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Craft Projects 
Quinlan wanted to make a Fabergé Egg. This was a challenging 
project that took all year, starting with raising two domes in copper 
by hammering, then a visit to the spinner at freeman college. The 3D 
chicken was made using punches. To finish off his project Quinlan 
made a clay egg cup to support and display his egg. 
 
 
Lucas’s ring was a rose quartz 
and copper signet ring which was 
finished by silver plating. The 
ring was made as a gift for his 
sister and shows Lucas’s focused 
and fine work in jewellery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Max’s project evolved from a chain making project into a sensory 
challenge. After making the twisted link chain, max explored 
different objects that appealed to his sensory need and regulation 
and moved onto making a large bead that was pleasant to touch, 
and also listen to as it also makes a gentle noise. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Felting  
 

Bailey was interested in depicting the pigs through the material 
of wool. He had spent time observing the pigs while he worked 
to clean their accommodation and carry out other animal 
husbandry jobs at Eyam. These observations led to photography 
of the pigs which were used to base his felting project on. 
Bailey’s love of the pigs and involvement with their care through 
the animal husbandry curriculum evoked careful observations of 
the nature of the animals which is evidenced through his work. 
The sensory qualities of the wool, predominantly the softness of 
its touch, represent the care and sensitivity Bailey displays 
towards the animals on the farm 
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Dyeing  
A variety of students have been working hard in the dye garden, weeding, planting and of course 
dyeing. 
 
We have been working to explore the variety of incredible natural colours that can be obtained at 
Eyam, working with grown and foraged plants. Working this way allows us to create a unique, site-
specific colour palette representing the genius loci of the site.    
 
 

 
Pottery and Clay 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Here is a beautiful little sculpture create by Tyler that depicts a landscape with a cave, with beautiful 
details and cleverly constructed trees using clay squeezed through a sieve to create leaf texture. 
Also on display are a selection of makes by Jack, including his miniature melted glass vessels, his 
beakers and a ceramic and chain sword. These show his progress, particularly around his exploration 
of form and colour and combining different materials such as glass and clay and clay and chain 
successfully. 
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Eyam Edge Farm event 
Our Summer Wreath, which was made with flowers felted by parents, carers and staff at a previous 
parent and carer event, welcomed parents and carers to Eyam Edge Farm event on Saturday 16th July. 
The weather was spectacular!  

  
 
Jim Hilyard, the Head of Outdoor Learning, gave a presentation about how Eyam Edge Farm has 
developed over the several years he has led the provision, and much deserved praise our students who 
have played a crucial role its development. Jim described how unqiue Eyam Edge Farm’s provision is. 
He explained how its role is an essential part of our offer as it provides learners with an expansive 
range of opportunities to engage with the nature and offers experiences which they may never 
accessed before. 
 

  
 
After the presentation, Jim led a tour of the farm in which he gave insights into the educational 
benefits which the site has the offer. Jim described how Eyam offers opportunities for students to 
engage in the Trust’s method of Practical Skills Therapeutic Education through craft, as well as 
engaging with our wider currculm as there is a plethora of opportunities for learning in particular 
Science 
Jim led us through the Sensory Garden to the Natural Dyes Garden where Emily, Woolcraft Tutor, was 
dying some wool using plants collected from the garden. We followed Jim to the horticulture area 
where we were joined with Jack and Clare, Landwork Tutors, and proceded past the pig pen to the 
composting area, which Jim described as and gave reasons for it being the most important resource on 
the site. We moved on to the Yurt and Forge area where Steve, Blacksmith Tutor, was demonstrating 
some forging. We finished at the newest addition to the site, the Shepherd’s hut, which is our new 
outdoor learning area before proceding over to the barn to join Gill, Lead Craft Tutor, for our craft 
activity. 
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Sensory Garden 

  
Natural Dye Garden 

  
Horticulture Area 
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Pig Pen and Composting Area 

  
The Yurt and Forge 

          
 The Shepherd’s Hut 

    
 
 
 
 
Outside the barn, Gill had set up and prepared a basket weaving craft session. Gill gave a brief yet 
detailed demonstration of the activity which enabled parents and carers to be able to particpate. Gill 
and other staff supported parents and carers throughout the activity, and just as we experience with 
our students, parents and carers were supported each other too.  
It was a wonderful experience having such a large group of parents and carers engaging in craft 
together, creating the opportunity for discussion with each other and with staff. Parents and carers 
once agained voiced their appreciation to experience craft and expressed how they recognise its 
therapeutic benefits for their children, and also for themselves. 



9 
 

Moments from the craft activity, basket weaving 

   

     

    
 
Caroline Wallis, Eyam’s Catering Teacher, ensured that parents’, carers’ and staffs’ food and drinks 
needs were catered for throughout the day starting with coffee, tea and homemade scones. Later for 
lunch, Caroline put out an impressive freshly prepared spread made with biodynamic ingredients 
which were grown at Eyam, which included gazpacho, a range of salad including potato salad, and 
freshly baked quiche and bread. 

   
 
Before we said our goodbyes, parents and carers were gifted with some blackcurrant jam, which was 
once again freshly prepared by Caroline using biodynamic produce from the horticulture area.  
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Thank you to everyone who joined us for the event, it was a magical day to share with you all. We 
look forward to sharing more experiences like this with you in the next academic year.  
Thank you for all your positive feedback, here are some examples of parents and carers experience of 
the day: 

• “Great to meet fellow parents and interesting to learn about all the different areas, especially 
the blacksmithing – thank you!” 
 

• “Thank you for your time and the opportunity to look round. Nice to meet other parents and 
staff.” 
 

•  “A physical context of what my son is doing. It’s been well worth it.” 
 

• “What a wonderful day to experience this amazing place and meet these lovely people.” 

 

Welcome to… 
The children and staff at Brantwood would like to extend a welcome to our new staff starters; a warm 
welcome to: Faye O’Donoghue – Massage, Adele Ward – Green Woodwork, Ailsa Hughes – Music, Susan 
Chisolm – Admin, and Jenni Husak – SaLT 
 

Farewell to… 
Sadly, some staff members are also leaving the school. We would like to wish them all the very best 
for the future with our thanks for the dedication and support that they have given to Brantwood! Good 
luck and farewell to: Sophie Ben, Aamna Irshad, Sarah Ehrlich, Sam Austin Taylor, Louise Reed, 
Margaret Hope and Jo Winter. 
 
 


