Newsletter

Winter Term: October 2020

Dear Parents and Carers,
Firstly, on behalf of all the staff at Brantwood Specialist School, we were delighted to be able to
welcome our young people back into school on Monday 5th October. The atmosphere in our first
weeks back to school in September was incredibly positive, with students happy and eager to see their
friends and members of staff. Our subsequent 2-week closure was unfortunate; we are appreciative
of the efforts our school community made to ensure our staff and students were kept well and safe.
Thank you for your patience. We are all getting used to the new one-way system and the physical
distancing measure to ensure our young people are supported whilst adapting our school to the
guidance provided by the government. Being in Tier 3 has brought on some additional challenges.
We are growing!
This term we have welcomed 10 new students to our school. All of our students are now more evenly
based over our 3 different sites: Brantwood, Tintagel and Eyam, with site-based catering. Our newer
students continue to make smooth and gradual transitions into our school; we welcome them and
their families into our Brantwood community.
New Staff
We also welcome several new members of staff.
Introducing:
My name is Robert Grice and I have recently
joined Ruskin Mill Trust as the new Assistant Head
here at Brantwood. I am taking the role of
Designated Safeguarding Lead as well as leading on
Behaviour and Pastoral support across the school.
I am now several weeks into the role already
embracing the challenge, immersing myself into the
Ruskin Mill approach. We have had a very positive
start to the new term following the difficulties
faced so far this year; this has only made my
welcome to the school feel more special. I have
come to Brantwood after five years in another
specialist provision in the North West.

Brantwood Specialist School

Newsletter

Winter Term: October 2020

Over the years I have acquired a wealth of knowledge around Autism and behaviour and look
forward to contributing to the amazing progress and achievements that have and are continuing to
be made at Brantwood. I live locally to the area and I am happy that I am going to now be able to
contribute my skills and passion with young people in my local community. Outside of work I am
practically minded and enjoy anything physical. This is another reason I believe I will feel right at
home here at Brantwood. Over this term I will be getting to know everybody and hopefully meet a
lot of you. Please contact me if you have any concerns or would like to meet me sooner but I’m
sure I will see you all at parents evening or annual reviews.

We are delighted to welcome Sam Smith as
our new Class Teacher. He trained as a biology
teacher and loves nature and the outdoors. If a
lesson can be done outside and it is messy – he’ll
be there. Out of school Sam enjoys climbing,
cycling, walking and hanging out with his 3
chickens! Sam is an advocate for being outdoors
and enjoying the great British weather and
beautiful countryside, which he believes keeps
him calm and grounded.

Our farm provision at Eyam is expanding as well! We have the addition
of 3 new staff to develop our beautiful setting in the Peak District. The
addition of a new Blacksmith, Green Woodwork Teacher and Land
Teacher means bringing new specialist crafts to Eyam not before available
and developing the land further. We will introduce you to Felix Kary
(green woodwork), Steve Dawes (blacksmith) and Jack SpaceyHelder (land) in the coming weeks. We are excited to see the
development of these areas of craft learning for our young people and
look forward to sharing photos of the craft work that develops.
Four new piglets arrived at Eyam during the Summer, they are growing
fast and appreciating the attention and care of our students.
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Our Wool Craft teacher Emily has now embarked on maternity leave in preparation for the arrival
of her little one in December. We wish her all the very best at this exciting time. Emily’s role will
be filled for the duration of her maternity leave by Kate Bowman. Kate has a wealth of
experience in textiles and teaching and brings her enthusiasm and love of weaving to this role!

Classroom News
At the start of term Winnie’s class at Tintagel were preparing to celebrate the festival of
Michaelmas. The story of Saint Michael overcoming the dragon is a metaphor for the time of year
where nature sleeps and the light is diminishing. The courage and the light is carried within us until
Spring returns next year. The celebration is also of natures harvest and the apple press is ready and
waiting to produce fresh apple juice when the students return.
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During the challenging two weeks in September, it was heartening to hear of the activities students
engaged with at home. There was baking of bread and cakes, cooking, making of “shrunken apple
heads”, art, with real engagement in academic sessions being taught online by our teachers. Our
students have continued to show resilience and creativity during this challenging time.

Michaelmas Dragon Bread!

The following poem by one of our students:

A SH OFF YOUR FIRE ON A COLD DAY
U NPREDICTABLE WEATHER
T WIGHLIGHT WHEN THE DAY TURNS INTO
NIGHT
U MBER THE COLOUR OF THE SEASON
M ISTY COUNTRYSIDE
N ATURE STARTING TO FALL ASLEEP
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Halloween
Clay pumpkins, leaf soap dishes and cat brooches made by our students in clay sessions with Sarah.

Why celebrate the festival of Halloween? At
this time of the darkening of nights,
traditionally a marking of the turning of the
year, the Celtic festival of Samhain was
celebrated when people would light fires and
think of ways to ward off ghosts or spirits. It
was known as a time when the veil between
the living and the dead was thinnest and we
can honour those who have passed away.
November 1st, is “All Saints Day” when
Saints are honoured by the Church. "Hallow"
meaning “Holy” The "een" part of the word is
a contraction of "eve" — or evening before.
So Halloween is a way of saying "the night before All Saints' Day" — also called Hallowmas or All
Hallows' Day. The evening before was known as All Hallows Eve, later shortened to Halloween.
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And some of the scariest Halloween carved pumpkins we have seen – carved brilliantly by one of
our students.

Themes for our classes in the term to come:
Ken’s Class:
Geography and History of the Local Area
Eric’s Class:
History and Culture of Sheffield
Mark’s Class:
History, Culture and Politics in the UK
Abi’s Class:
Voyages of Discovery – the early explorers.
Sam’s Class:
Discovering our natural surroundings – using natural materials to make art.
Winnie’s Class:
Kindness, Darkness and the underworld
Gills Class:
Crafts projects including corn dollies, Candle making, and willow sculptures
alongside cultural awareness discussions.
Eoin’s Class:
History of Art from Renaissance to Post-Modernism.
At Tintagel, students are also working hard on their GCSE coursework and functional skills in
English, Maths and Science.
Monday 2nd November is a staff training day; students return to school Tuesday 3rd November. We
hope you are having a restful half-term break.
Warm regards,
Julie Neale and Eric Knutsen on behalf of all the staff at Brantwood Specialist School

Brantwood Specialist School

